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tan's Soapbox 
Hi, True Believers! The time hath come for a 
ttle soul-searching as wo tackle @ subject that 
concerns us all. 
Years ago, some poole jooked down their 
noses at those who created or reed comic books. 
Comics wore thought of in the same light as we think 


of fast foods today wore perdblved as light 
ee 

someone give 
‘comics abad rap, usually someone who hasn'i read 
them in years. Well, in case you encounter the same 
type cf comments, here's a littie something you can 
fun past your critic... 

What are comics? They're stories, told in words 
and pictures. Are some not as well-written as 
others? Perhaps. There are also novels, plays and 
movies which aren't as well-written as others. But 
are some comic books written with great skill and 
integrity? Of course. Are some paged 
lMustrated? Just take a look! Are they worthwhile 
Bal oh fd Since when has the written word coupled 
with liaistration not beon worthwhile? 

Now, hero's the clincher. Let's say 
Michaclangelo and Shakespeare are allve today and 
collaborate on a comic book. People would fight for 
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Pro File: 
Kelly 


Assistant Editor on: CONAN THE 


BARBARIAN, CONAN THE KING, 


PUNISHER WAR JOURNAL, THE 'NAM, THE 
JOB, and TRANSFORMERS 

Marvel freelance credits (past): Editing 
the SPEEDBALL letters page (collect 
them alll), typing numerous PUNISHER 
WAR JOURNAL scripts for Carl Potts, 
Marvel freelance credits (present): Can 
| get back to you on this one? 

My place of birth Is: Providence, Rnode 
Island. 

People who knew me in high school 
thought | was: My brother Jody. 


Quote of the Month 


“Just in time! | couldn't have taken onother panel 
Of this unrequited love bull!" 


ITEM: We Marvelites just can't sit 
still! Case in point: just laet:month 
in this space we told you about our 
brand-spanking-new Editorial 
Administration Pool members. 
Well, Mystical Marie Javins has 
gone and gotten promoted since 


then! Yup, the upwardly mobile 
Ms. J is now Marvelous Margaret 
Clarks assistant editor! Congrats, 
Marie! 

Filling the void is Delightful 
Dawn Heermance, who will serve 
as secretary to Magnanimous 
Mark Gruenwald and Adventurous 
Archie Goodwin. Welcome, Dawn! 


ITEM: And speaking of mobility, 
things have been kind of crazy-- 
okay, especially crazy--here at 
Mighty Marvel the past few weeks. 
We've been playing that madcap 
corporate game known as 
“Musical Offices"! Ready to play, 
kids? 

Margaret Clark moved to Car! 
Potts's office, who moved to 
Archie Goodwin's office, who 
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moved to Sid Jacobson's office, 
who moved to Don Perlir's office, 
found himself and his art- 
correcting Raiders way off in the 
southwest corner of the 10th floor, 
next to John Romita Sr., who 
switched offices with Bobbie 
Chase! Whew! 

lf you think that sounds 
confusing, True Believer, you're 
right! In fact, if we had a nickel for 
every time someone went to the 
wrong office around here, we 
could probably afford to send out 
our comics for free! 
ITEM: The Marvel family got a 
little bigger recently, as MOON 
KNIGHT penciler Sa/ Velluto and 
his wife Sharon welcomed their 
first child into this big, brassy 
world; Alexander Mario Velluto 
was born March 28. 
Congratulations to the new 
parents, and a hearty hello to 
Alexander, the lucky little devil! 
After all, how many kids can say, 
“My dad works for Marvel 
Comics"? 


My hobbies are: Working out 0 bench press way more than bullpenner Hay 
Candela), jogging. playing with Domino my cat, reading all kinds of novels, 


and drawing all the time. 


My pel peeves are: People with malds (till | get one), compressed alr cans when 
manned by Dwight Coye, all the extra furniture that Don packs in our office, and 


Lynda Evans's har. 


My favorite performers are: Tom Hanks, Glenn Close, Bette Midler, ‘Jane’ the 
Monitor, Tracy Uliman, the entire cast of Lost in Space, my brother Perry as the 
entire cast of Lost in Space, and of course Lindsay Wagner. 

The last good books | read were: / Was a Teenage Couch Potato by Steven 
Scott Wilson, and Do-/t-Yourself Home Repairs by John Steinmetz. 

‘The last good movie | saw was: In a crowded theater. with a butter-soaked floor, 
and some guy behind me passed out, | think he was diabetic. 

I they were making a movie of my life, I'd lke to see my part played by: Me! I've 


been studying the part for years. 


My oddest habit ts: Days of Our Lives, General Hospital, Dynasty... 
My greatest accomplishment outside the comics field Is: Graduating from the 
Swedish Institute and passing the New York state boards for a license in massage 


therapy. 


The reason | got Into comles was: Something about re-shaping the minds and 
Ideas of our nation’s youth to ensure future prosperity. (And | wanted to bump 
Jim DiGlovanna's™ Pro File off the Bullpen Bulletins page!) 

The biggest influences on my work Include: Kiaus Janson, George Perez, 
Christopher Ivy, Tom DeFalco, Don Daley, and my dad. 

The single work of which | am most proud Is: My lovely wife Catherine and our 
two children, Anthony (2) and Elizabeth (1)...(Just seeing if you were paying 


attention.) 


My greatest unfulfilled amibition in the comics fleld Is: Going to be fulfilled. 
The worst part of my Job is; Always missing lunch with Chris I., Chris A., and Mindy. 
When nobody's looking I tke to: Talk in sign language, but no one seems to hear 


me. 


The one thing | really want the world to know about me is: I've always believed 
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BOB HARRAS: editor —DARYL EDELMAN: assistant editor 


Marvel, 

Very few issues urge me to write you, but 
issue #241 was too overwhelming to avoid. The 
artwork and story were spectacular (which more 
than makes up for the shallow, cold, and 
2-dimensional issue last month—no offense!)! 
It was obvious that humor was intended, and | 
loved it! Each X-Man got his time in the spotlight, 
and Rogue (my favorite character of all time!) 
was finally treated as she should be. Even the 
demons knew it! (“Soul onna skunk hair’- 
“Sucker bet, seen her fight’-Great!!) ___ 
Rogue blocked that fatal shrapnel that surely 
would've finished Storm, and the way she flew, 
all invulnerable and such— it was breathtaking! 
_ Thank you for hurting Psylocke. Her English 
majesty would be an ideal voodoo doll. Trust me, 
I'd buy plenty of pins and needles! 

Madelyn never looked better (but after Rogue 
finished off Scalphunter, you could tell he’s seen 
better days. Good goin’ girl!)! The way Jean/ 
Maddy looked as a child as she held her dying 
friend in her arms (p. 15, first panel) was nicely 
done. 

It's about time the X-Men let loose! 

Rogue lovers unite! (Any Rogue lovers look- 
ing for pen pals?) 

Until a whole issue of the X-Men is published 
showing Rogue with her white stripe in her hair 
all the time (colorist take note—love ya’ by the 
way), make mine Marvell! 

PS. why is that no-good Havok on the upper 
left hand box and not Rogue?! Hiss! Boo! Keep 
smilin'! 

James LaRosa 
26 Windham Rd. 
H.P., MA 02136 


Umm, well, James . .. we hope you're still 
speaking to us after what happened to 
Rogue in issue #247. It’s nat that we don't 
miss the kid or anything... we just hope 
you're able to deal with it. And since you 
seem to be such a Psylocke fan, we advise 
you to keep waiting. The British X-Man is 
about to face the challenge of her life. 


X-people, 

You know, | really love you guys, but some- 
times, you make me really angry. |, for one, wish 
youd get over this demon thing. | like the idea of 
Inferno and all, but | could do without all this 
demon stuff. Yeah, | know, it wouldn't work that 
way, but I'm sure getting sick of all this limbo 
stuff. So, do away with all these creepy demons 
and get on with it. And what you're doing to all 
my favorite characters emotionally is making 
me... mad. 

There. Now I have some comments, 

1.) Make Longshot funny again. Now he has 
perfect grammar, he understands human 
nature, and he's way too mature. | liked it when 
he was everyone's favorite character and pro- 
duced nonstop laughs. 

2.) Quit focusing so much on Wolvie and 
Storm. Give the others some attention. 

3.) How about having Kitty, Kurt and Rachel 
stop by for a visit. i miss them. 

Until Dazzler carries a flashlight (and even 
after that), MAKE MINE MARVEL!!! 


Oscar Hansen 
PO. Box 68 
Indiana, WA 98342 


Um, well, James ...we hope you're still 
speaking to us after Longshot's departure 
this very issue. But we won't be focusing so 
much on Storm, anymore .. . 


Dear X-people, 

So | was wrong. For one wild and woolly 
moment, after Destiny's utterings in X-factor #31 
(and a few other dark hints), | really thought you 
were gcing to do it. Do what, you ask? Temporarily 
remove Jean Grey's powers and memory and 
send her back to the first September 2 V2 years 
ago (Marvel time), walking alive out of a 
crashed, blazing 747. After all, Jean has about 
2% years to spare (time spent in animation), 
and it would explain the almost indecent haste 
with which Scott married Maddie, and how she 
knew what his favorite breakfast was. It would 
also explain the hints about a spark of evil in 
Jean igniting interno—no sign of that: Maddie, 
yes; Jean, no—and why Jean is being drawn to 
Christopher (Nathan?!? | suppose you'll explain 
that sometime) as if he were her own baby. I'm 
not sure | actually liked the idea, but it certainly 
was exciting! Still, it didn't easily explain the little 
girl who was sick but got better. or the flashes of 
Phoenix around Maddie when Wolverine confirms 
that there is no trace of Phoenix in Jean (but | 
thought Rachel was now the Phoenix anyway*). 

So you've gone for the obvious. Turn Maddie 
into a synthetic villain to get Scott off the hook 
and back with Jean. Shame on you! I'm sur- 
prised, too, after all the rumours that Chris really 
hated Cyclops and was going to make him look 
like a real heel by the end of Inferno. Don't get 
me wrong—me, | like Cyclops, but that doesn't 
mean | condone the way he behaved when Jean 
returned. That's why | was so excited by the 
prospect of a real release from this no-win 
eternal triangle, one which would leave Scott's 
honor intact and both Scott and Jean at peace. 
Simply blackening Maddie's character whatever 
her past, will not do this and will simply give 
Scott a get-out he doesn't deserve. Still, the 
hints in #240 regarding Maddie's long-shrouded 
origins were sufficiently intriguing to keep me 
hooked for another few issues! 


Morag G. Kerr 

6, Corfe Close 
Southwater near Horsham 
Sussex, England 


Hey, Morag . . . no one here hates Cyclops, 
least of all Chris! As for Maddie . . . she’s not 
exactly altogether gone. Check out current 
issues of X-FACTOR. 


Bob, 

Waitaminnit! | can almost buy Madelyne 
Pryor's revised origin from X-MEN #241 with 
some small exceptions ... if she is a clone of 
Jean Grey who was cleverly planted in Scott 
Summers’ life by Mister Sinister, how are you 
going to explain the supposed plane crash she 
walked away from the night Phoenix was de- 
stroyed on the moon? And if Madelyne was 
actually a clone of Jean Grey, why wouldn't Pro- 
fessor X have been able to sense the simularity 
in thoughts and past that the cloné would probably 
share? And why would Logan not be able to 
detect that same similarity on a physical level? 

Or, is this another red herring to steer us away 
from the truth of the matter until the end of this 
“Inferno”? | have to admit, as much as | dislike 
these kind of crossovers, this one has piqued 
my interest for three major reasons: first, the 
entire Jean Grey’Phoenix/Madelyn triangle; 
second, the Illyana/Darkchilds problem; and 
finally, the key player in all of this—who also 
seems to be the most under-stated, the infant 
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son of Scott and Madelyne. | have a feeling that 
he is going to play an instrumental part in 
shaping the conclusion of this saga—might he 
be the human result of the Phoenix force? 

The back-tracking of Madelyne's history has 
bothered me quite a bit considering how much 
you strained to make her a separate individual. 
This seems to dull some of her earlier validation 
to the series even if it does make for lively read- 
ing. And, it still leaves unexplained the little girl 
from AVENGERS ANNUAL #10, a stone that 
has yet to be turned. | can hardly believe it will be 
written off as a coincidence since those types of 
things just don't happen in the Claremont 
mythos. 

“Inferno” has already had several good 
moments, and even though | still maintain it 
would have been better served without the 
crossovers into other series’ continuity, | am 
happy to see it is addressing some of the 
lingering problems the X-books have been fac- 
ing for some time. 


Thomas Long 
3644A Assenal 
St. Louis, MO 63116 


That's right, Thomas, there are no co- 
incidences. 

And as for your questions about tha plane 
crash memory, Prof. X’s and Logan's lack of 
detection, etc... . let's just say that Mr. 
Sinister is very, very good at what he does. 


Dear Guys, 

About X-Men #241. | loved it. Madelyne 
makes a great Goblin Queen, and her amazing 
history has finally been revealed (about time, 
too). ! am assuming that #242 will finally have a 
confrontation between Jean Grey and Madelyne 
Pryor. This whole mess_ involving Jean, 
Madelyne, and Scott seems to have taken a 
fairly long time to have been shown to the read- 
ers. If this thing is not resolved next issue, | will 
be rather disappointed, not to mention more 
than a little annoyed. The shmeer with these 
three has gone on long enough. 

A small warning: if Longshot is dead, | will 
personally hire a professional hitman to bump 
you all off (just a thought to end my letter). 


Mai Lee 

34 Albemarle Ave. 

Toronto, Ont. 

M4K 1M7 Canada 

Whoa, 


Mai! Give peace a_ chancel 


Longshot's not dead .. . just gone! Sheesh, 
we knew America was getting more violent 
... but CANADA!? 
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